THE EJNC RULES
It is significant that the proceedings against tie Printers were
dropped. One cannot refrain from thinking sometimes that that
piece of political wisdom emanated from the Court.
George suffered many indignities during those exciting days.
On March 25th Alderman Townshend publicly insulted the
Dowager-Princess in the House of Commons. He denounced
her as the * power behind the throne,' and then named her.
Does any gentleman wish to hear what woman I allude to ? If he
does, I will tell him. It is the Princess Dowager of Wales. I aver
we have been governed ten years by a woman. It is not the sex
I object to, but the government. Were we well ruled the ruler
would be an object of little signification. It is not the greatness
of the criminal's rank which should prevent you punishing
the criminality.
Shouts of disgust from every quarter of the House silenced the
ill-mannered alderman. On the same day the King, on his way
to Westminster, was hissed by the crowds in the streets, and
North and other members of the Ministry were roughly handled
by hooligans. When going again to Westminster on March 28th
George was received with hisses and cat-calls, and a rotten apple
struck him on the side of his head. All Fools' Day brought
forth another cowardly attack on the King's mother. In a coal-
man's cart a Wilkite mob conveyed effigies of the Dowager-
Princess and Bute to Tower Hill, where a mock execution took
place and the headless effigies were thrown into a bonfire. And
in all these disgraceful disturbances were to be seen members
of the Opposition, who if they did not outwardly incite the mob
to violence and insult inwardly applauded their efforts, and never
made the slightest attempt to check them.
it was colonel barre, not many days after Grafton laid down
the premiership, who twitted North with the seeming hopelessness
of the Administration. In a speech which caused vast amusement
in the House he likened the State to a ship which in a violent storm
had lost its mainmast [Grafton] and was laboriously trying to
scud under a very unreliable jury-master [North], With quiet
confidence North readily accepted Barre's statement that the
storm was a serious one, but he went on to remark that the
139

